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1. PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1 The purpose of this report is to advise the Committee on (1) the
making, serving and advertising of the Glen Logan House, Sorn (provisional)
Tree Preservation Order 2002 and (2) preparation of a Woodland Survey
Report with a view to long term management of the estate woodland at Glen
Logan by East Ayrshire Woodlands and to seek the Committee’s views on
whether or not the existing provisional Tree Preservation Order should be
confirmed.

2. BACKGROUND

 2.1 The Planning and Building Control Division was formally approached
by the owner of Glen Logan House with a view to their having four beech
trees in the grounds of the house protected under a Tree Preservation Order.

2.2 The trees are unusual in that they are a good example of a technique
known as ‘melding’ where the single stems of three or more individual trees
are grown together. Outdoor Services estimated that the trees are possibly
200 years old.

2.3 Following a visual inspection of the trees by Outdoor Services it was
considered that, although they required some maintenance work, the trees
were basically sound.   A provisional Tree Preservation Order was therefore
made and took effect on 17 October 2001.

2.4 While no formal objections to the Order were received within the
statutory 28 day period Glen Logan House changed hands during this period
and the new owner Mr Sinclair made a formal representation to the Head of
Administrative and Legal Services asking that the Order remain provisional
until such time as they had had the opportunity to study the potential impact of
the proposal on their property.

2.5 In March 2002 Mr Sinclair subsequently advised the Head of Planning
and Building Control that both himself and his neighbour Mr Clarke of
Daldilling Farm were concerned at the possibility of future damage and injury
to Mr Clark’s farm buildings and livestock, respectively should the whole or
part of any of the trees covered by the Tree Preservation Order fall.



2.6 Accordingly a detailed physical inspection of the trees was undertaken
by Outdoor Services who recommended that one of the trees be felled
because of its poor condition, and that the other trees should have extensive
work undertaken to them to balance them and thereby reduce their potential
threat to the above farm buildings. Accordingly a revised further provisional
Tree Preservation Order for the three beech trees considered sound by
Outdoor Services took effect on 17 April 2002.

2.7     Mr Sinclair formally objected to this provisional Tree Preservation Order
principally on the grounds that the trees were not unique specimens and that
the costs of any necessary current or future remedial work to the trees would
be onerous to Mr & Mrs Sinclair.

 2.8   A further consideration was that Mr & Mrs Sinclair subsequently
commissioned a woodland survey for the trees and woodlands within Glen
Logan Estate from East Ayrshire Woodlands with a view to formulating a long
term management plan for woodland within the estate, including trees
currently under the provisional Tree Preservation Order. The Glen Logan
Woodland Survey Report was finalised in June 2003 and forms a background
paper to this report. Such a management plan would provide for long – term
future maintenance of the trees.

3. POLICY & PLANNING IMPLICATIONS

3.1 The Glen Logan House, Sorn (Provisional) Tree Preservation Order
2002 was promoted in accordance with Policy ENV 15(ii) of the East Ayrshire
Finalised Local Plan, whereby the Council will actively seek to preserve
existing broadleaf and native tree species throughout East Ayrshire and
protect those individual, groups and areas of trees which contribute
significantly to the landscape quality of both the built and rural environment,
through the serving of Tree Preservation Orders.The trees are part of the
historic planting associated with Glen Logan House and in view of their size
are important to the setting of the house and in the landscape.

3.2 However notwithstanding the intrinsic quality of the trees which are the
subject of the existing provisional Tree Preservation Order, the trees are not
available to public view, there being no public rights of way in their vicinity.

3.3 While the form of the trees is unusual East Ayrshire Woodlands have
confirmed that they are not unique even within East Ayrshire.

3.4 Also, the inclusion of the above beech trees within East Ayrshire
Woodlands, Glen Logan Woodland Survey Report, as referred to in paragraph
2.8 above, would indicate that future maintenance of the beech trees would
be included within a long term management plan for the estate woodlands at
Glen Logan as a whole and that therefore little benefit would accrue from
confirming the existing provisional Tree Preservation Order.

4. LEGAL AND FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

4.1        None



5. CONCLUSIONS

5.1  Given East Ayrshire Woodland’s view that the trees in question are not
unique even within East Ayrshire, as referred to in section 3 above and that
the future care of the trees would be vested in a long term management plan
for woodland at Glen Logan Estate approved by East Ayrshire Woodlands
also as indicated in Section 3 above, it is considered that confirmation of the
provisional Tree Preservation Order would not be appropriate and that the
existing provisional Order should be allowed to lapse on its expiry on 17th

October 2003.

6. RECOMMENDATION

6.1 It is recommended that the Committee agree that the Glen Logan
House, Sorn (Provisional) Tree Preservation Order 2002 not be
confirmed.

Alan Neish
Head of Planning and Building Control
25 August 2002
(JT/MMC)
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