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1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 The purpose of the report is to advise the Committee on the implications for 

emergency access to the M77 if the south-facing slip roads at the Kingswell 
junction are not constructed. 

  
2. BACKGROUND 
 
2.1 The south facing slip roads at the Kingswell junction on the new M77 would 

allow northbound M77 traffic to exit the motorway and southbound local traffic 
to join the motorway.  However, despite intensive lobbying by East Ayrshire 
Council, the Scottish Executive do not consider these slip roads to be 
essential for the interchange arrangements for local and M77 traffic at 
Kingswell.  The slip roads may be provided by the developer of the proposed 
Motorway Service area (MSA) subject to agreement being reached with the 
Scottish Executive, but it the MSA development does go ahead, these slip 
roads will not be built.  The slip roads are not included in the current 
construction contract.   

 
3. THE PRESENT POSITION 

 
3.1 Following concerns raised by the Ayrshire Economic Forum, the Head of 

Roads & Transportation wrote to East Renfrewshire Council, (the Project 
Director for the scheme) and the Scottish Executive on 15 July 2004.   

 
3.2 The responses made it quite clear that the motorway has been designed in 

accordance with current guidelines.  The emergency services were consulted 
and the issue of journey times for emergency response fully discussed with 
the relevant parties.  No adverse comments were received from the 
emergency services.  

 
3.3 Copies of the correspondence are attached to this report (Appendix 1).   
 

At the Community Safety Forum meeting on 1 December 2004 a 
representative of the Fire Service expressed a preference for the slip roads, 
which would expedite emergency access.  It was agreed that the Chair of the 
Community Safety Forum would write to the Head of Roads & Transportation 
on this matter.  This will be referred to the Scottish Executive for comment.   
 
 
 
 
 

4. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
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4.1 There are no financial implications for East Ayrshire. 
 
5. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS  
 
5.1 There are no legal implications for East Ayrshire. 
 
6. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
6.1 The Committee is invited to note the contents of this report.     
 
James Lavery 
Executive Director of Development and Property Services  
 
SG/SH 
21 December 2004  
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