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1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 To apprise the Licensing Panel of correspondence received from the SSPCA 

seeking to enlist support to amend existing legislation in relation to the sale 
and use of fireworks. 

 
2. BACKGROUND 
 
2.1 The Leader of the Council, Councillor Douglas Reid, has received a letter 

from the SSPCA dated 20 October 2008 (Appendix 1) seeking support to 
amend existing legislation in relation to the future sale and use of fireworks.  

 
2.2 The present legal position is that fireworks can be used in public on any day 

of the year between 7am and 11pm, with additional dispensation for 5 
November, Hogmanay, the Chinese New year and Diwali. Fireworks can be 
legally sold, subject to licence, from 15 October to 10 November, from 26 to 
31 December and on the days of the Chinese New year and Diwali and the 
three immediately preceding days.  

 
3. PROPOSED CHANGES SOUGHT BY THE SSPCA 
 
3.1 The SSPCA are advocating the following legislative changes and are seeking 

the support of East Ayrshire Council:- 
 

• Fireworks should only be used during the hours already permitted by 
legislation on 5 November, Hogmanay, the Chinese New year and 
Diwali. They should not be used on any other days of the year unless 
as part of a licensed event. 

 
• Fireworks should only be on sale to the public one week before 5 

November and not at all afterwards, with the current regulations 
pertaining to Hogmanay, the Chinese New year and Diwali continuing 
as they currently exist. 

 
3.2 The primary concern of the SSPCA is in relation to animal welfare but  they 

also suggest that the proposed changes would have a  beneficial effect in 
relation to a reduction in accidents, fires and general public nuisance. 



 
 
4. RECOMMENDATION 
 
4.1 It is recommended that the Licensing Panel consider the terms of the 

correspondence from the SSPCA and determine the terms of any proposed 
response.    

  
 
Elizabeth Morton 
Executive Director of Corporate Support 
 
4 November 2008  
 
 

LIST OF BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 

1. Copy Letter from the Scottish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
dated 20 October 2008.  

 
 
Any person wishing to inspect any of the background papers listed above should 
telephone 01563 576061 and ask for Mr David Mitchell, Head of legal, Procurement 
and Regulatory Services or e-mail on david.mitchell@east-ayrshire.gov.uk    
 
Implementation Officer: Stuart McCall, Legal and Procurement Services 
Manager.  
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