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EAST AYRSHIRE COUNCIL 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT LICENSING PANEL  
13 MARCH 2008 

 
NOTIFICATION OF INTENTION TO HOLD A PUBLIC PROCESSION 

 
Report by Executive Director of Corporate Support 

 
1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 To invite the Panel to consider a notification of intention to hold a Public 

Procession. 
 
2. BACKGROUND 
 
2.1 A notification of intention to hold a public procession, signed and 

received on 15 January, has been received from Alasdair Knapp, 94 
Castleview Avenue, Galston. 

 
2.2 The notification is in respect of a proposed procession by Galston 

Campsie Club on Saturday, 15 March 2008, commencing at 10am. The 
organisation will be accompanied by the Stewarton Spirit Flute Band 
and the Abbey Star Band. 

 
2.3 It is the intention to assemble in Chapel Lane, Galston, and process 

through various streets in Galston, all as detailed in the notification. 
 
2.4 Following receipt of the notification, the organiser submitted an undated 

letter, received on 8 February 2008, changing the start time of the 
procession from 10am to 4pm. A copy of this letter was forwarded to 
the Divisional Commander, Strathclyde Police for comment.   

 
3. DISCUSSION 
 
3.1 The Divisional Commander, Strathclyde Police, on behalf of the Chief 

Constable, has submitted a report dated 4th March 2008. (Copy 
attached at Appendix 1) 

 
3.2 A letter of representation dated 22 January 2008 has been received 

from Galston Community Council. (Copy attached at Appendix 2) 
 
3.3 A letter of representation dated 8 February 2008 has been received 

from Mrs. Rosemary Fraser, 5 Glebe Road, Galston. (Copy attached at 
Appendix 3) 

 
3.4 A letter of representation dated 21 February 2008 has been received 

from Councillor Stuart Finlayson, on behalf of his constituents. (Copy 
attached at Appendix 4) 
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3.5 Copies of the letters of representation have been forwarded to the 
organiser to allow him the opportunity to respond in writing. To date no 
such written response has been received but, should this be 
forthcoming prior to the meeting of the Panel, such response will be 
tabled at the meeting.  

 
3.6 The organiser of the Public Procession, the Secretary of Galston 

Community Council, Mrs. Rosemary Fraser, Councillor Stuart Finlayson 
and Strathclyde Police have been invited to attend this meeting and be 
heard by the Panel. 

 
4. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
4.1 Nil. 
 
5. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
5.1 In terms of Section 63 of the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982, 

the Council may, after consulting the Chief Constable in respect of a 
procession notice of which has been given in terms of Section 62(1) of 
the Act, make an order prohibiting the holding of the procession or 
imposing conditions on the holding of it. 

 
5.2 There is no statutory requirement for a licensing authority to hold a 

formal hearing in respect of such matters but, in accordance with 
previous practice, the applicant has been advised that the application 
will be considered by the Licensing Panel and has further been invited 
to attend the meeting to speak in support of the application, respond to 
the representations received, provide any further information or 
clarification which may be required and provide any undertakings which 
the Panel may require. 

 
5.3 In terms of Section 64 of the Act, an appeal to the Sheriff shall lie at the 

instance of the person who, in accordance with Section 62 of the Act, 
has given notice of a proposal to hold a procession in public against an 
order made under Section 63(1) of the Act in relation to the procession. 

 
5.4 Any appeal under Section 64 of the Act shall be made by way of a 

summary application and lodged with the Sheriff Clerk within 14 days 
from the date on which the copy of the Order and statement of reasons 
were received by the appellant. 

 
6. POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
6.1 Nil. 
 
 
 
7. CONCLUSIONS 
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7.1 A notification of intention to hold a public procession, signed and 
received on 15 January, has been received from Alasdair Knapp, 94 
Castleview Avenue, Galston, on behalf of Galston Campsie Club. 

 
7.2 The notification is in respect of a proposed procession by Galston 

Campsie Club on Saturday, 15 March 2008, commencing at 10am. The 
organisation will be accompanied by the Stewarton Spirit Flute Band 
and the Abbey Star Band. 

 
7.3  The Panel may consider the letters of representation dated 22 January 

2008, 8 February 2008, 21 February 2008, the Report from the 
Divisional Commander, Strathclyde Police and information provided 
during the course of the meeting, in reaching a decision. 

 
8. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
8.1 It is recommended that the Panel consider the notification of intention 

to hold a public procession, the report from the Divisional Commander 
Strathclyde Police and the letters of representations received, by way 
of a Hearing. 

 
 

 
Elizabeth Morton 
Executive Director Corporate Support 
 
27 February 2007 
 
EM/GS 
 
 

LIST OF BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
1. Notification of intention to hold a public procession signed and received 

on 15 January 2008. 
 
2. Undated letter from Alasdair Knapp, on behalf of the organisation, 

changing the time of the procession from 10am to 4pm. 
 
 
Any person wishing to inspect any of the background papers listed above 
should telephone 01563 576161 and ask for Mr David Mitchell, Head of Legal, 
Procurement and Regulatory Services or e-mail david.mitchell@east-
ayrshire.gov.uk
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