
 
EAST AYRSHIRE COUNCIL 

 
SPECIAL LOCAL GOVERNMENT LICENSING PANEL 

16 JULY 2007 
 

APPLICATION FOR GRANT OF A PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENT LICENCE 
 

Report by Executive Director of Corporate Support 
 
1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 To invite the Panel to consider and determine an application for the grant of a 

Public Entertainment Licence.  
 
2. BACKGROUND 
 
2.1 An application has been received from Robert Roberts, PO Box 12, Oundle, 

Peterborough, (T/A Bobby Roberts Super Circus) in respect of a Circus to be 
held in the Scott Ellis Playing Fields, Kilmarnock during the period 17 to 22 
July 2007. 

 
2.2 In accordance with the agreed procedure, notice of the application for grant of 

licence was advertised in the Public Notices Section of the Kilmarnock 
Standard in the edition of 22 June 2007.   Due to the timing of the presentation 
of the application as compared with the dates with the proposed event, it was 
agreed in consultation with the Chair to set this special meeting of the 
Licensing Panel on 16th July, being the only date available between the official 
deadline for submission of objections (Friday 13th July) and the first day of the 
proposed event (Tuesday 17th July). 

 
2.3 Letters of objection/representation have been received from Advocates for 

Animals and from The Captive Animals Protection Society, both raising issues 
of Animal Welfare, Public Safety, Environmental Impact and Public Nuisance. 
Both parties also make particular reference to the use of a 54 year old 
elephant. 

 
2.4 A further 12 letters of objection/representation in a largely standard format 

have been received from individual members of the public who raise similar 
issues. 

 
2.5 Copies of the abovementioned letters are attached at Appendix 1 to this 

report. 
 
2.6 At the time of preparation of this report there are still some 3 days of the 

statutory 21-day period left in which objections/representations can be 
submitted and any further letters will be circulated at the meeting. 

 



3. DISCUSSION 
 
3.1 In accordance with Paragraph 4(1) of Schedule 1 to the Act, copies of the 

letter of objection and accompanying correspondence have been forwarded to 
the applicant and he has been given the opportunity to notify the Panel, in 
writing, of his views on the contents of the letters. 

 
3.2 Any written response received from the applicant will be circulated at the 

meeting. 
 
3.3 In view of the constrained timescale for determination of this application, which 

rests entirely with the applicant, it has been made explicitly clear to the 
applicant that the Licensing Panel will determine the application on its merits 
only, as they are legally obliged to do, and without regard to the potential 
consequences for the applicant if the application should be refused.   
Accordingly, although the circus will have arrived and probably commenced 
set up by the time the Panel meets to determine the application, they will do 
so entirely at their own risk and will require to bear any and all costs and 
losses which may flow from a decision to refuse this application, if that should 
be the Panel’s determination. 

 
3.4 Having regard to all relevant matters, including the terms of the objections 

received to date, it has also been agreed in consultation with the Chair that 
there will not be a formal hearing in accordance with Para 4(2) of Schedule 1 
to the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 (Para 5.3 of this report below 
also refers). 

 
4. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
4.1 Nil. 
 
5 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
5.1 In terms of Paragraph 3(4) of Schedule 1 to the Civic Government (Scotland) 

Act 1982, copies of any relevant objections/representations have been 
forwarded to the applicant.  

 
5.2 In terms of Paragraph 4(1) of Schedule 1 to the Civic Government (Scotland) 

Act 1982, a licensing authority may, in considering an application for the grant 
or renewal of a licence, make such reasonable enquiries as they think fit and 
include the results of their enquiries in matters they take into account. In 
accordance with this Paragraph, the applicant has been given the opportunity 
to notify the licensing authority, in writing, of his views. 

 
5.3 In terms of Paragraph 4(2) of Schedule 1 to the Act, a Licensing Authority 

may, before reaching a final decision on an application, give the applicant and 
any person who has made a relevant objection or representation, an 
opportunity to be heard, but are not obliged to do so. 

 
5.4 A copy of this report has been forwarded to the applicant. 



 
 
6. POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
6.1 In terms of the Community Plan, the Council are committed to the principles of 

eliminating public nuisance and ensuring public order and public safety in 
respect of any persons, premises or vehicles licensed by them in terms of the 
Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 or any other pertinent legislation 

 
7. CONCLUSIONS 
 
7.1 An application has been received from Robert Roberts, PO Box 12, Oundle, 

Peterborough, (T/A Bobby Roberts Super Circus) in respect of a Circus to be 
held in the Scott Ellis Playing Fields, Kilmarnock during the period 17 to 22 
July 2007. 

 
7.2 14 letters of objection/representation have been received in respect of the 

application, details of which are contained in Appendix 1 to this report 
 
7.3 Any further letters of objection/representation received before the close of 

business on Friday 13 July 2007 will be circulated at the meeting.   
 
8. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
8.1 It is recommended that the Licensing Panel consider and determine this 

application. 
 
 
Elizabeth Morton 
Executive Director of Corporate Support 
 
EM/GHS 
 
11/07/07 
 
 

LIST OF BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
1. Application form received on 24 April 2007 originally requesting a licence for 

the period 12 to 17 June 2007 but subsequently amended.  
 
 
 
Any person wishing to inspect any of the background papers listed above should 
telephone 01563 576061 and ask for Mr David Mitchell, Head of Legal, Procurement 
and Regulatory Services or e-mail on david.mitchell@east-ayrshire.gov.uk  
 
 
 
 

mailto:john.crawford@east-ayrshire.gov.uk
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