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EAST AYRSHIRE COUNCIL 
 

NORTHERN LOCAL PLANNING COMMITTEE  
 

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON FRIDAY 7 JANUARY 2011 AT 1000 HOURS IN 
THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, COUNCIL HEADQUARTERS, LONDON ROAD, 

KILMARNOCK 
 

PRESENT:  Councillors Alan Brown, John MacKay, John McGhee, Helen Coffey, 
Willie Coffey, Maureen McKay, Tom Cook, Robert Keohone, Iain Linton, Douglas 
Reid, John Campbell, Gordon Cree, Drew McIntyre, John Knapp, Hugh Ross, Jim 
Todd, Stuart Finlayson, Robert McDill and Provost Stephanie Young. 
ATTENDING:  John McRobert, Operations Manager, Roads and Transportation; 
Fiona Finlay and Hugh Melvin, Principal Planning Officers; Avril Forrest, Solicitor; 
Mark Higginbotham, Team Leader, Roads and Transportation; and Jennifer 
Morrison, Administrative Officer. 
APOLOGIES:  Councillors Rose-Ann Cuninghame and Jim Buchanan. 
CHAIR:  Councillor Alan Brown, Chair. 
 

CONSIDERATION OF APPLICATION 
 

1. APPLICATION NO 08/0340/FL: MR T DUNNACHIE AND OTHERS: LAND AT 
HILLVIEW ROAD, DARVEL 
There was submitted an executive summary sheet and report dated 22 December 
2010 (both circulated) by the Head of Planning and Economic Development on an 
application for planning permission for proposed erection of nine dwellinghouses at 
land at Hillview Road, Darvel. 
Hugh Melvin, Principal Planning Officer, reported the receipt of 19 letters of 
objection, details of which were contained in the report; summarised the planning 
considerations in respect of the application; and gave the recommendation of the 
Head of Planning and Economic Development: Refusal for the reasons detailed in 
the report. 
Councillor Robert McDill, seconded by Councillor Alan Brown moved that the 
application be approved on the basis that it did not constitute a significant departure 
from Policies RES1 and RES2 of the East Ayrshire Local Plan 2010, given that the 
development did not represent a significant encroachment outwith the settlement 
boundary, and that approval of the application be subject to appropriate conditions 
as remitted to the Head of Planning and Economic Development to determine. 
Councillor Stuart Finlayson, seconded by Councillor Drew McIntyre moved that the 
application be refused on the basis of the additional traffic pressure which would be 
added to Anderson Drive.  
On a division by a show of hands, the motion was carried by 11 votes to 7. 

 
HEARING PROCEDURE 

2. The Administrative Officer established that the Hearing Procedure was understood 
by all participants (circulated).   
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CONSIDERATION OF APPLICATION 

 
3. APPLICATIONS NO 09/0559/PP AND 09/0794/PP: EAST AYRSHIRE COUNCIL: 

KILMARNOCK ACADEMY PLAYINGFIELDS, QUEEN'S DRIVE, KILMARNOCK   
There was submitted an executive summary sheet and report dated 22 December 
2010 (both circulated) by the Head of Planning and Economic Development on two 
applications for planning permission in respect of:- 09/0559/PP: demolition of 
existing sports pavilion and construction of a 400m (8 lane) outdoor athletics track 
and erection of indoor training facility and 09/0794/PP: proposed installation of a 
footbridge to connect the proposed development at Queen’s Drive with the Scott Ellis 
Playing Fields both applications in respect of Kilmarnock Academy Playing Fields, 
Queen’s Drive, Kilmarnock. 

3.1 
Fiona Finlay, Principal Planning Officer reported the receipt of one letter of objection, 
details of which were contained in the report; summarised the planning 
considerations in respect of the application; and gave the recommendation of the 
Head of Planning and Economic Development: Approval of application 09/0559/PP 
and application 09/0794/PP subject to the conditions and for the reasons detailed in 
the report but that the issue of the decision notices be withheld until the applications 
had been notified to and cleared by the Scottish Ministers in terms of the Town and 
Country Planning (Notification of Applications) (Scotland) Direction 2009. 

Consideration of Item 

Members were given clarification of the comments detailed in response to Sections 
5.5 and 6.8 of the report in terms of the site lying within the flood plain and being at 
medium to high risk of flooding.  Members were advised that this was the position 
stated in the consultation response from SEPA and that advice from East Ayrshire 
Roads and Transportation (Flooding Section), from information held, was that a 
small part of the site lies within the flood plain and that the site is at low to medium 
risk of flooding. 

3.2 
The Committee heard Annette Donnelly in support of the objections of Kilmarnock 
Academy Parent Council. 

Planning Hearing  

The Committee then heard Alan Paterson, David Nimbley and Simon Bell, the 
applicant’s representatives in support of the application. 
Members of the Committee asked questions of the applicant’s representatives. 
Councillor Iain Linton joined the meeting during questioning of the applicant’s 
representatives but did not take part in the consideration of the application. 
The Chair closed the Hearing. 

3.3 
Fiona Finlay, Principal Planning Officer; Mark Higginbotham, Team Leader and John 
McRobert, Operations Manager provided clarification on points raised during the 
Hearing. 

Determination of Application 

It was agreed to approve application 09/0559/PP and application 09/0794/PP subject 
to the conditions and for the reasons detailed in the report but that the issue of the 
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decision notices be withheld until the applications had been notified to and cleared 
by the Scottish Ministers in terms of the Town and Country Planning (Notification of 
Applications) (Scotland) Direction 2009. 
 
 
The meeting terminated at 1100 hours. 


